From handmaiden to right hand--the infancy of nursing.
AFTER THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR was over, women once again faced prejudice that kept them out of the nursing profession, but they were not willing to accept this fate. NURSING PIONEERS, such as Linda Richards and Lillian Wald, persisted in their quest for training and oversaw the establishment of a number of training programs for nurses in the United States. THESE WOMEN, recognizing the importance of organization to their fledgling profession, then turned their attention to continuity in training programs and licensure.